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A YEAR IN REVIEW
This year has been full of fun
and exciting experiences for
all of our students. It has
been a pleasure to have the
opportunity to work
alongside our students,
parents, community
members, and staff to create
a culture of excellence. Here
at Harmony Middle School,
we continue to be committed
to fostering a challenging and
nurturing school environment

that inspires our students to make
differences in their world. Please enjoy
reminiscing with us about some of the
things from this past school year that
have made Harmony great!

Parents,

The phrase “All is Good” is 
something we say quite 
frequently at Harmony. To us it 
means we look at the positive 
side of life and its daily 
activities. We are optimistic. Our 
glass is half full. We have one of 
Loudoun County’s largest 
attendance zones with students 
feeding from six different 
elementary schools. Altogether 
we have 1,100 students and over 
110 staff members.

All is good is also a 
mindset. We enjoy this age 
group. We appreciate the kids’ 
humor and needs. We love how 
our different communities which 
include kids who work and live on 
a farm, and kids who live in “the 
city,” come together to interact 
each day.  With over 6 hours per 
day, 180 days a year, and 1,100 
kids, we have over one million 
opportunities to interact with 
each other. In doing so, we do 
remarkably well with student 
achievement, discipline, and 
safety. Thank you for sending us 
your best and supporting us in 
your child’s education.

This annual report is a 
summary of our year. You will 
find many wonderful individual 
and group achievements from our 
students and staff. You will find 
lots of good news. You will find a 
reflection of your efforts in raising 
your children to be polite and 
hardworking citizens. Thanks for 
all you do and trusting us with 
them.

All is good.
Eric Stewart

A Note From the 
Principal
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One to the World is an
instructional initiative that
addresses what an LCPS
graduate should know and be
able to do. This instructional
approach focuses on
significant content and
important competencies and
the joy of teaching and
learning. Connecting students
globally, One to the World,
would improve the quality and
amplify the impact of the work
of students as they master the
content and competencies of
the curriculum. Through One
to the World, LCPS leverages
technology with a clear vision
for how it can support
teaching and learning in
Loudoun County Public
Schools.

In 2014, Harmony Middle School
was designated as a “School to
Watch” by the National Forum to
Accelerate Middle grades
Reform. The National Forum
strives to make every middle
school academically excellent,
responsive to individual student
needs, and socially equitable.
Three years ago, Harmony was
evaluated and awarded the
status of being an exemplary,
high-performing middle school.
This year Harmony is up for re-
designation to be a “Schools to
Watch.” We formed a re-
designation committee of
classified staff, licensed staff, and
administrators to examine how
Harmony had grown as a middle
school. We will submit our
application in late August and
hope for a site visit from the
committee next year.

Positive Behavioral 
Interventions & Supports 
(PBIS) is a research and 
evidence based practice 
for creating a common 
vision of behavioral 
expectations through 
consistent language and 
practices among staff and 
students. The PBIS 
Committee worked 
alongside our advisory 
committee to provide 
learning opportunities to 
communicate the 
expectations for Harmony. 

OTTW SCHOOL TO WATCH PBIS



The Taonga School is a preschool located in
Zambia, Africa that provides underprivileged
children with a good quality education, when
they otherwise wouldn’t have the
opportunity. With the belief that all children
should have a chance to receive an
education, the school relies heavily on
donations and sponsorships. To help with this
need, the 8th grade civics students collected a
variety of school supplies to be sent to the
students in the school. Through their
generosity, our Harmony students were able
to understand their civic duty to help others
and understand global citizenship and the
importance of assisting fellow human beings
through community service. Mr. Casto’s
student, Aidyn Morris, has been leading the
effort by going to Zambia with her family to
assess the needs of the Taonga preschool.

HARMONY

COMPETES

The Empty Bowl Project is a community
service art project that aimed to raise
awareness about the issues of hunger and
food insecurity in Western Loudoun
County. Through this project, Harmony
Middle School partnered with the Western
Loudoun Food Pantry to collect over 2,700
non-perishable food items and over $2,200
at the Empty Bowl Dinner that was used to
purchase food that could be distributed
throughout the county to families in need.
In October, to kick off the project, Harmony
Middle School hosted six local ceramic
artists (Annie Carr, Geoff DeMark, Shawn
Grove, Amy Manson, Amy Miller, and
Mauren Alvarez) who donated their time
by demonstrating wheel throwing and
other bowl making techniques. Harmony
students contributed to the project by
making additional pieces along with the
glazing and firing of all hand-constructed
bowls. Together, over 350 ceramic bowls
were made.

SOCIAL JUSTICE PROJECT AMERICAN REVOLUTION COLORING 
BOOKS

6th grade history students created American
Revolution coloring and activity books for their
former elementary schools. A CD of activities was
provided along with the book. Students created
activities based on what they learned in their
classes as well as after listening to a guest speaker,
Kevin Pawlack, Mosby Heritage, who spoke to all
students on food and nutrition in Loudoun during
the American Revolution.

EMPTY BOWL PROJECT TAONGA SCHOOL PROJECT

LONG WALK TO WATER
The art students in 6th grade created a two
dimensional African mask based on the book they
read in English class, A Long Walk To Water by
Linda Sue Park. The students looked at and
studied the art and style of American Artist Lois
Mailou Jones. The students also researched
various regions of Africa and the many meanings
of tribal masks to each region. The students used
colored pencil on black paper for their African
mask designs. As an extension to this assignment
and to enrich their experience, the students then
created their own three
dimensional African mask from clay. The clay
mask was a representation of their colored pencil
drawings and the knowledge of African masks
they gained while researching for their two
dimensional masks. The masks were displayed at
Harmony Middle School and the administration

building in Ashburn, VA.

8th grade English students chose a social
justice topic to research and write
about. They then took that research and
turned it into an experiment in social
activism. Students could choose between
creating an art piece, volunteering, making
a video, or writing a letter to a
legislator. The teachers then put together a
display of all the wonderful and evocative
art work for Family Arts Night. In addition,
many students who wrote letters received
replies from leaders such as Paul Ryan, Tim
Kaine, the Office of the Governor, and even
the White House itself! This project was
considered a great success in showing
students what they can do to speak out
about the injustices of our current world.

H O R N E T S  T O  T H E  W O R L D :  
H A R M O N Y ’ S  O T T W  E X P E R I E N C E S

In December, with the donations from Harris
Teeter, the Family and Consumer Science classes
cooked and prepared several gallons of soup to
be served at the Empty Bowl dinner. The finished
bowls were used as individual serving pieces for
the fund-raising meal of soup and bread.
Contributing guests were able to keep the empty
bowl as a personal reminder of how many people
are without food in our area.

The Empty Bowl Project provided the students
at Harmony Middle School with the opportunity
to use their skills to bring awareness to hunger
and the arts and develop an understanding that
hunger continues to be an issue in our own
community. This partnership challenged students
to understand that an appropriate way to address
global issues is to begin by working for change at
both a personal and a local level. Harmony
students learned the importance of exercising
their civic responsibility to promote a more civil
society. Additionally, Harmony students gained an
awareness of how art can impact the community
through school service projects. The bowls from
this project now sit on hundreds of tables in the
Loudoun community and will serve as a constant
reminder of the project and local hunger. 8th

grade 3D Design Art Students, Natalie Bailey,
Gavin Prouty, Claire Crossfield, Marcus Ruttle,
and Olivia DiPerna, presented an empty bowl at
the February 23 School Board Meeting in
recognition of "School Board Appreciation
Month.”

As part of the study of European Exploration in the
New World, students learned about the Columbian
Exchange. During Queen's Court, 6th grade students
brought items to represent settlers’ discoveries and
presented them to the “Queen.” Students brought
in canned goods and water that was then donated to
a local food bank.

QUEEN’S COURT



elements. Mrs. Stevens’ Spectrum
students conducted safety audits, flora
and fauna investigations, and cost
analysis activities. Aiden Moyer, created
the Outdoor Classroom users pamphlet
as an independent Spectrum project
which will be distributed to teachers as
they begin accessing the classroom. Cori
Rovang and the library staff will manage
the year-round teacher sign-up and kit of
tools (white boards, runners for the
bench, etc.) Through the use of the
outdoor educational kiosk, Harmony can
connect learning experiences to the
community and the world at large.

WESTERN LOUDOUN ARTISTS STUDIO TOUR

community groups have given special support for the
tour by creating, sponsoring, and prominently
displaying large sculptured hands throughout Loudoun
County. Purcellville’s Arts Council sponsored Harmony’s
3D design art class. The hand image was a collaboration
between three student designs: Olivia DiPerna, Rosaria
Thibodeaux and Kayla McMahon (25-plus students
helped with the overall painting of the sculpture). The
hand was displayed alongside 15 additional hand
sculptures created by local artists at the Purcellville’s
Arts and Music Festival.

OUTDOOR KIOSK
Sit silently. Breathe deeply. Think
endlessly. Harmony students can do just
that and more in their newly renovated
outdoor classroom. Eighth graders in Mrs.
Demark’s 3D Design class competed to
design an educational kiosk to be added to
the classroom based on purpose and cost
effectiveness. Members of the KANE project
(Nick Cooper, Eliza Peper, Andrew Thomas,
and Caroline Catterton) won the competition
and the kiosk was brought to life thanks to
the Loudoun Education Foundation (grant
authors: Lori DeMark, Nancy Stevens, and
Cori Rovang), Home Depot, Shores
Landscaping, Loudoun Milling, and many
volunteers. The kiosk features a whiteboard,
central panel with corkboard wings, insect
and weather resistant building materials,
hide-away containers for sundries, and a
shingled awning for protection against the

H O R N E T S  T O  T H E  W O R L D :  
H A R M O N Y ’ S  O T T W  E X P E R I E N C E S

RELIVING THE 
HOLOCAUST

This year Harmony had a team of
three staff members that received
training in promoting the use of
technology to help students
become creators, not just
consumers, of digital content to
share with the world. Kristen
Hepner, Mary Hoppert, and Julie
Yearwood were the Harmony
Team that embarked on this
opportunity. Students created
digital projects that were posted
on the Harmony Creates YouTube
channel to be shared with the
world.

LOUDOUN CREATES

Mr. Cassutto and his students 
skyped with students from Eagle 

Ridge Middle school to share about 
the experiences of his parents who 
were Holocaust survivors. Harmony 
students assembled images, music 
and poetry into a video, which was 

shared with Eagle Ridge Middle 
School.

FAMILY ART’S NIGHT
Family Arts Night included the annual 
Harmony Middle School Art Show as 

well as various art activities. Some of the 
activities included spin art, scratch art 

buttons, bracelet making, model magic 
sculptures, face painting, needle felting, 
master artist photo booth, guest artist 

demos; drumming circle; spectrum 
inventions & claymation animated films; 

social activism display (8th English 
classes); & the Taonga School Project 

(8th Civics/SCA).

“LEAVE NO TRACE”
7th Grade Art students used art as a
tool to portray contrasting emotions
to persuade others to “Leave no
Trace.” Students designed and
created buttons that depicted at
least one of the seven “Leave no
Trace” principles. Buttons were
distributed to several locations
including the Appalachian Trail
Center, the local Appalachian
Readiness store in Purcellville, staff
and students throughout the
county, and at a “Trail Days Event”
in Jefferson County.

Harmony Middle School’s
eighth grade 3D design
art classes recently
completed their hand
sculpture for the
Western Loudoun Artists
Studio Tour (WLAST).
Generous and art-
spirited businesses and



ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE
AT HARMONY

Harmony becomes Digitally Certified

Harmony was the first
middle school in Loudoun
County to implement a
student run writing center.
The “Write Place” opened
its doors on Thursday,
October 1, 2015, and has
served over 200 students in
its first year. A group of 10
eighth graders designed,
decorated, and staffed the
center after attending a
week long Young Writer's

Conference in Winchester
with their Director, Susan
McGilvray. These Senior
Coaches include; Aidyn
Morris, Megan Beach,
Georgia Orfanides,
Maryam Khan, Robert
Healy, Cole Shepherd,
Billy Hughes, Sarah Frie,
Mackenzie Martin, and
Katie Powell. Students
can come in and seek
help from the coaches
about any type of writing.
The Writing Center has
also sponsored contests
and activities to help all
students become more
engaged with writing.

The “Write Place”

Book Clubs Skype Visits
This year, our students had

the amazing opportunity to
Skype with famous authors!
After reading Twerp in
November, 6th graders visited
with Mark Goldblatt to learn
more about his books and
what it’s like to be an author.
Soon after, 7th and 8th graders
had a chance to skype with
Claudia Mills, author of Zero
Tolerance.

This year, Harmony Middle School became a
digitally certified school. Here we recognize the
importance of the effective integration of digital
literacy and digital citizenship and the impact it has
on our students, families, and school as a whole.
As a result, we have been able to redefine how our
students have interacted with technology and
have focused on educating the students on the
behavioral and social issues that stem from their
digital lives. Through this certification, we have
been able to successfully help our students learn
how to think critically, behave safely, and
participate responsibly with technology.

Where Everyone Belongs 
(WEB)

Reading Hornets

This year Harmony’s book clubs
met once a month to discuss
various selected books. This year’s
books were from the list of books
nominated for the Middle School
Level of the 2015-2016 Virginia
Reader’s Choice Award and two
additional “must-read” books for
each grade level. Upon conclusion
of the program, each student
voted on the book that he/she
thought should win this
prestigious award! Our votes were
tallied with all other participating
Virginia schools at the annual
Virginia State Reading Association
conference this past May. The
Virginia Reader’s Choice winner
was awarded to Prisoner B-3087
by Alan Gratz, the same book that
tied as our winner here at
Harmony!This year, Harmony continued the WEB program, which

stands for “Where Everybody Belongs.” This program
centers on the idea that students can help other students be
successful. In August, nearly eighty 8th grade students were
trained as mentors to be WEB Leaders. The Web leaders
then facilitated the 3.5 hour 6th grade orientation where
they guided and mentored the new students. This program
allowed our 8th grade students to serve as positive role
models and help the rising 6th grade students better
understand what it takes to be successful during their
transition to middle school. Throughout the year, the WEB
Leaders facilitated mini-lessons that aimed to provide
support and guidance on issues that they too struggled with
in their early years of middle school.

Digital News Club
Harmony library’s NEW Digital
News Club is for 7th and 8th grade
students interested in producing
and sharing “in-depth coverage”
of engaging Harmony news and
information via the Library
SmartTV, the 10 minute
“Resource News Show,” the LIVE
morning news show “Live

from the Hive,” and
the Harmony website.
The club met a few
times each month
during lunch and after
school for planning
and production.



ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE AT HARMONY
Harmony’s SCA

The Harmony SCA has been an active organization within 
the Harmony community this year. Mr. Cassutto agreed to 
act as advisor this year. He has had the pleasure of working 
with an awesome Executive Committee, led by 8th grade 
student Maryam Khan and 7th grade student Cooper 
Furlow. Below are some of the activities that were 
sponsored and led by the SCA: 
• Penny War/Colors for Cancer: The SCA staged a penny 

war for “Colors for Cancer” ribbon drive that benefitted 
cancer research efforts. The SCA and Civics department 
worked together on a food drive. 8th grade Civics 
classes competed against each other in bringing non-
perishable items, which were ultimately donated to the 
Loudoun Food Pantry.

• Soles for Souls: The SCA conducted a “Soles for Souls” 
drive, collecting over 300 pairs of gently worn shoes for 
the Souls4Souls Organization.

• Fun Run: The SCA sponsored a run for cancer after 
school, where they raised $400 for Tracy’s Kids, a 
charity for kids with cancer. 

This year has been full of
exciting experiences for
our Spectrum students on
all levels. The 6th and 7th

grades started the year
with an invention
convention and just
completed their
communications project
in ASL. Students created
and presented signed
poems, songs, or excerpts
from a written work. Each
presentation was
videotaped and typed for
compilation into a
resource book on ASL.
The created book of all

The submissions will be gifted
to the library and become a
permanent part of the book
collection.
At the same time the ASL
venture was in progress, our
8th grade Spectrum students
were busy creating home plans
for tiny living spaces or cozy
cottages. The student plans
were given to a local
builder/consultant Panel
Wrights, and one lucky student
will be chosen to have his or
her drawings made into a real
set of blueprints. The next part
of the project involved
building a roadway system in
an imaginary place called
Rainbow Bay! They were able
to experience, firsthand, the
constraints involved in working
in and around a community.
Trying to preserve endangered
plants and animals found along
the Appalachian Trail added to
the difficulties they would
encounter throughout the
simulation.

Spectrum

Camp Harmony Book Carts

Trashion Show
7th grade History
students made clothes
out of trash to reflect a
fashion trend during
any of the eras which
they studied this year.
They then modeled
their “outfits” at the
annual Harmony Middle
School Trashion Show.

Lunch with Loudoun 
Historian

Each month, Tracy Gillespie from
Northern Virginia Regional Parks
joined 6th grade history students
during lunch to examine the role
Loudoun County played during
each of the units of study. The
final luncheon included several
students who presented pictures,
artifacts and stories about their
historic homes here in Loudoun.

On the last day of school, the
6th grade students participated
in “Camp Harmony.” The day
was filled with a variety of
interdisciplinary activities that
all centered around the Civil
War and life as a soldier.
Students rotated through
thirteen different activities run
by 6th grade staff and parent

volunteers.

This year, the LCPS English
Supervisor, Ms. Michelle
Schmidt-Moore provided
each of our English
teachers with a book cart
with over 300 books. With
13 English teachers, we
received a total of 3, 900
new classroom books!

STAFF RECOGNITION
Co-Teaching Initiative Recognition: Harmony Middle School was designated 
as a Co-teaching Demonstration Site from Virginia Department of 
Education's Excellence in Co-Teaching Initiative for the second year. The 
English co-teaching team of Teresa Weis and Susan McGilvray received a 
$10,000 grant from the state. They were visited by other co-teaching teams 
and provided training and support throughout the school year. In addition, 
they developed co-taught lesson plans and videos to share on the Real Co-
Teachers of Virginia webpage for use in training statewide.
Chili Cook Off: This year, Harmony Staff members competed in the annual 
“Chili Cook Off.” Teachers blind taste-tested 13 different kinds of chili, and 
were tasked with determining which one was the best! Ms. Mona 
McClanahan was awarded the first prize honor with her “White Chicken 
Chili.”
Staff Olympics: This year, the staff participated in the annual Staff Olympics 
during Teacher Appreciation Week. Teams of licensed, classified, and 
custodial staff members competed in a serious of events. This year’s events 
included human bowling, balloon popping relay, lip sync battle, and a zero 
turn mower obstacle course to name a few. 
Cafeteria News: Congratulations to Ms. Nancy James, our lead Cafeteria 
worker. This year she had her 16th consecutive Loudoun County Health 
Department inspection with NO findings or violations. We are thrilled to 
have her as a part of our school!
Continued Education: Sue Bosse obtained her Master’s in Education and 
certifications for Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA) through George Mason 
University in December. Wendy Ricci completed her licensure in 
Educational Leadership and Supervision through George Mason University 
in March. Congratulations!



HARMONY 
COMPETES

, BATTLE OF THE BOOKS

This year Harmony held its annual 
spelling bee. This year’s winner was 

6th grader Luke Wasko. 

This year, students participated in 
the Geography Bee. Class winners 

participated in a written test where 
grade level winners were selected. 

Mathew Castro was our school 
Winner that went on to complete 

at the State Competition. 

To celebrate National Novel 
Writing Month, our 8th grade 
students participated in this 

month-long writing competition. 
During the month of November, 
the English department worked 

with students on how to develop 
their narrative-fiction ideas, while 
introducing many key curriculum 

reading and writing concepts.  
Students began working 

towards the goal of writing a 
50,000 word novel by 11:59 PM on 
November 30th. Students worked 

diligently to create their own 
novels, and many reached 15,000 

words and some wrote 30,000. 
Overall, Harmony students wrote 
over 1.3 million words in a month. 

PING PONG
TOURNAMENT

CIVIL WAR 
SCHOLARSHIP

Three students were selected for a 
($350) scholarship to attend Civil 

War Camp sponsored by Northern 
Virginia Regional Parks and Mosby 

Heritage Foundation at Temple 
Hall Farm in Leesburg, Virginia this 
summer. Students competed for 

the scholarship by presenting 
projects, and responding to 

interview questions.

In the spring, our Ping Pong Club 
traveled to Blue Ridge Middle 
School in a Western Loudoun 
Middle School Competition. 

Harmony sent several 
representatives who all helped to 

bring home a victory for the 
school. We are very proud of their 
accomplishments and look forward 

to continuing the tradition next 
year. 

MATH OLYMPIAD & CONTINENTIAL MATH LEAGUE 
Our Math Olympiad team involved a team of 8th grade boys and girls 
and did well at the competition. 

Congratulations go out to all our Continental Math League winners.  
The competition is made up of 5 math meets with each meet 
requiring the student to solve 6 math problems in 30 minutes without 
a calculator!  Harmony competes in the Pythagorean division and has 
teams in each grade level.

Geography Bee

NANOWRIMO

This was Harmony’s second year 
competing in the county-wide 

competition. Each participating middle 
school read the same five books and 

competed in an academic tournament 
based on trivia questions from the 

books. Our team consisted of 24 7th and 
8th grade readers. Our team went on to 

win second place in the final 
competition.

6TH GRADE:

1st: JACOB WILCOX
2nd: SOPHIA 
CIANCIARUSO
2nd: LUKE WASKO

8TH GRADE:
1st ERIA BERLIK 25
2nd LYDIA BLOOMFIELD
3rd JORDAN TOERING 
4th PETER NELSON
5th JASON ALBERT
5th TOMMY PARK

7TH GRADE:
1st: CONNOR LANHAM
2nd: LUCAS KAZEM
3rd: AUDREY TWYFORD 
4th:  AVIGAIL BRUBAKER

National Latin Exam
The following Harmony Middle School
students were recognized for their
performances on the National Latin
Exam. Maxima Cum Laude (Silver
Medal): Erika Berlik, Carl Woldt, Annie
Zhang. Magna Cum Laude (Bronze
Medal): Tommy Park, Miles Comras,
Sara Traver. Cum Laude (Honorable
Mention): Max White, Autumn Birch,
and Ethan Miller. The exam was given
to over 154,000 students from all 50
states and 19 other countries.

Spelling Bee



HARMONY

COMPETES

, 
STEM CHALLENGE

16th at Trailside Middle School. This 
year’s event was reinvented to 
better align with the Vision 20/20 
strategic plan introduced by LCPS’ 
Superintendent Dr. Eric Williams. 

Schools entered teams of 10- 8th

grade students that worked to 
solve cross-curricular, real world 
problems that required students to 
be “creators, collaborators, critical 
thinkers, and contributors. This 
year’s Harmony team, coached by 
Ms. Samantha Berman, finished 4th

out of all 15 middle schools. 

Academic decathlon

At the inaugural Academic 
Decathlon, students marched 
behind their school banners as 
if they were athletes on an 
international stage competing 
for their home countries. More 
than 160 students participated 
in the Decathlon held April

LCPS Writing Contest Poetry Slam
This year we held the fourth
annual 7th grade Poetry Slam.
Students of Mr. Binford, Mr.
Clegg, Ms. Daly, Ms.
McGilvray, and Ms. Weis each
prepared their own original
piece of poetry. Classes voted
on class winners. Winners
then performed their poetry
in front of an audience and
were judged by a panel.

This year, 8th grade Spectrum 
students had the opportunity to 
compete against other middle 

school students at a STEM 
Challenge held at Foxcroft. This all-

girl challenge involved Harmony 
taking two teams of 4 young ladies 
each. The kids did their best at the 
competition garnering the respect 
of their peers and teachers. Way to 

go!

40 BOOK CHALLENGE SPEECH CONTEST
This year, Harmony held the third 
annual speech contest. Each year 

students write and present an original 
speech. This year’s question was “In a 
world of me first, what responsibilities 

do middle school students have to 
anyone or anything else?” We had 

several outstanding participants. This 
year’s winners were in 1st place, Halle 

Buterbaugh and tied for 2nd place were 
Ashton Smyth and Savannah Metz.

It is quite an accomplishment to read 40 
books in one school year, spread across a 
variety of genres, but approximately 150 
students met Harmony’s 2015-2016 40 
Book Challenge! The students who had 

read 20 books by the end of 1st semester 
enjoyed an ice cream sundae bar during 

lunch. The end-of-year 40 Book 
Celebration was even bigger! Students 
will enjoy a picnic lunch on the school 

grounds with a truck full of Kona 
Hawaiian ice and an assortment of 

playground fun, including corn hole and 
Frisbee golf.

Brain Challenge
This year, Harmony
introduced the Brain
Challenge. Students that
chose to attempt the Brain
Challenge were asked to
complete five different
academic tasks. The 5
challenges touched on
Communication and Public
Speaking, Effort and Memory,
Leadership and Public Service,
Problem Solving, and Writing.

This year Harmony students
participated in the Loudoun
County district wide Writing
Contest. Of the 16,500
participants, the following
students were recognized for their
work.
Rahma Haider: 2nd Place in 8th

grade Persuasive Essay.
Aidan Griggs-Demmin: 2nd place in
6th grade Personal Narrative.
Crain Robertson: 1st place in 7th

grade Creative Writing.



On Stage at Harmony
Peter Pan Jr.

CIVIL WAR DAYS

TOPIC

HORNETS TRAVEL: FIELD TRIP FUN!

6th grade classes stepped
back in time as they
traveled down the Old
Carolina Road to
experience and learn about
18th Century Life in
Loudoun County. Students
traveled in regiments to the
three locations of Oatlands
Plantation, Mt. Zion
Church, and Aldie Mill.

In the fall, Camfel Productions presented an
empowering and interactive assembly that
motivated the students to “Be Amazing.” The
assembly highlighted that people who do amazing
things are passionate about what they do and are
motivated to perform at their best. They practice
self-discipline by working hard and managing their
time. They don’t get caught up in negative
activities or let uncontrollable circumstances hold
them back from achieving their goals. The
motivating presentation encouraged our students
to learn from their mistakes and move forward
reaching toward their full potential and leaving
behind a legacy that they can be proud of.

“Be Amazing”
“Dreams do come true, if only we wish
hard enough.” This year there were lots
of wishes invested in Harmony’s
performance of Peter Pan Jr., and many
dreams came true. Under the direction
of Ms. Karlah Louis, Ms. Ann Stewart,
and Ms. Nancy Stevens, Harmony’s
production of Peter Pan Jr. was an
absolute success. Harmony students
devoted hours and hours practicing lines
and performing music numbers that
ultimately led to several sell out
performances. We are so thrilled with
this year’s performance and can’t wait
next year’s Annie Jr. production.

“Souled Out” In February, Harmony
hosted the Souled Out Band
that performed for our
students to celebrate
Black History Month. The
band performed songs
highlighting historical
events and technological
advances through the
decades. The students
couldn’t help but get out of
their seats and dance
throughout the
performance.
.

This year, Harmony
Middle School
honored several
United States
Military Veterans at
the annual
Veterans Day
recognition
assembly. During
this program, our
students were

Veterans Day

given the privilege to hear of the personal
experiences of the veterans and how their lives
have been changed as a result of their service. The
ceremony was broadcast through the school with
the eighth grade in attendance in the auditorium.

Name Game
Harmony held the annual “Name Game” Assembly.  
In each grade level, teams composed of 
administrators, deans, secretaries, and counselors 
went from classroom to classroom to identify each 
student by name.  This year, the teams were able to 
correctly identify every student in the school. 
Harmony Middle School…where everyone knows 
your name!

Musical Performances

8th grade teachers and
students traveled to
Washington, D.C. where
students could pick to go to
one of the following
locations: the Air and Space
Museum, the Newseum,
the Capitol, or the National
Gallery of Art. At each
location, students were
asked to take in several
highlights of the museum.

DC TRIP VOGS

SHAKESPEARE 
THEATER

MARIAN KOSHLAND 
SCIENCE  MUSEUM 

MMUSEUM
GERMAN

8th grade Spectrum
students went to the
Shakespeare Theater in DC
to see the production of
“Kiss Me Kate.” At the
conclusion of the
performance, the students
had the opportunity to
attend a Question and
Answer session with the
actors and actresses.

Both 6th and 7th grade
Spectrum students
visited the Marian
Koshland Science
Museum. Run by the
Academies of Science,
the Koshland museum
targets hotspots in the
scientific community.

This year some of the
German students attended
the annual Virginia
Organization of German
Students (VOGS) trip to
Busch Gargends. They
participated in various
German activities/contests
and met kids from all across
the state. Zoe Thompson
won the Gummibär
contest!

This year the German
students volunteered at
both the Lovettsville
Oktoberfest in September
and the Christkindlmarkt in
December. In April, German
students attended the
annual German Convention
that was held at Mary
Washington University in
Fredericksburg.

ORCHESTRA: 
District 16 
Middle 
School 
Orchestra 
Assessment-
Superior 
Rating

CHORUS: 
6th Grade All County Chorus, 7th and 8th Grade 
District Chorus, ACDA, Southern Division ACDA, 
Pyramid Concert, District Choral Assessment, 8th

Grade Boys Ensemble (Superior Rating), 8th Grade 
Girls Ensemble (Superior Rating)
Musicale Festival in Williamsburg: Girls Treble Choir 
(Superior Rating, 1st Place), Men’s Ensemble 
(Superior Rating, 1st Place), 8th Grade Mixed Chorus 
(Superior Rating, 1st Place and Grand Champion

BAND: 
Superior Rating Symphonic Band at VBODA 
District 16 Concert Band Assessment 
Musicale Festival in Williamsburg: 
Symphonic Band (Superior Rating, 1st Place) 
and Grand Champion Concert Band Division, 
Jazz Ensemble (Superior Rating, 1st Place), 
Percussion Ensemble (Superior Rating), 
Concert Band (Excellent Rating, 1st Place), 
Solo Ensemble Festival: Five students 
selected for superior rating and one selected 
for Excellent rating. 


